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Welcome to
\chicve Services’ 2026
Spripg Gal:

Our Spring Gala
Helped Fund Our

Expansion to Serve

Even More!

More than 300 guests and volunteers
joined us on April 23rd for Achieve
Services’ 2026 Spring Gala at Bunker
Hills Event Center. Together, they
helped fund an exciting new chapter for
Achieve of expanding into the third floor
of the Blaine Human Services Building.

This additional space will allow us to
serve 30 more adults with disabilities
at a time when the need for services
continues to grow and waitlists remain
long throughout our community.

“Our expansion means welcoming 30
more people into o community where
they can build relationships, discover their
strengths, and thrive,” said CEO Rob Lane.

Through the evening’s Fund-a-Need,
supporters came together to help
cover critical startup costs, including
staffing, training, equipment, technology,
and furnishings. Thanks to the incredible
generosity of our community, the
fundraising goal was exceeded.

Fun from Achieve’s Spring Gala

If you would like to support Achieve
Services as we continue preparing the
new space, you can donate by returning
the enclosed envelope or by giving
online at: achieveservices.org/donate

We are deeply grateful for the support
that is making this growth possible

and look forward to welcoming more
individuals to a place where they can
find friendship, purpose, and belonging.

Missed Our Fund-A-Need Video?

Watch here:

achieveservices.or
gala2026video

You won’t want to miss it! This space-themed video
is both fun and heartfelt, sharing the vision behind our
expansion in a memorable way.


http://achieveservices.org/donate
http://achieveservices.org/gala2026video
http://achieveservices.org/gala2026video

3rd Floor Expansion, Facility Upgrades,
and Summer Appreciation Picnic

Exciting improvements are underway at Achieve Services as we prepare
for our third-floor expansion and continue investing in our current spaces.

Thanks to a generous grant from the Minnesota Legislature and support
from donors who gave during our 2025 Fall Fundraiser, several facility
upgrades have already been completed. Improvements include new
kitchen flooring and appliances, a ventilation system, commercial
dishwasher, renovated bathrooms with accessibility equipment, new
carpeting, fresh paint, sound-absorbing installations, and updated
technology for staff.

As of July 2026, Wi-Fi and furnishings are being installed on the third floor
as we prepare to welcome more individuals to Achieve.

On July 16", we celebrated this progress with an appreciation BBQ for
Achievers, staff, sponsors, and business partners. Sponsored by IDTS
Medical, guests enjoyed a grilled lunch, toured our facility, and received
a sneak peek of the new third-floor space and ongoing improvements
throughout the building.

Thank you to everyone whose generosity is helping create welcoming,
functional spaces where people can learn, work, build friendships, and thrive.
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Saying “Achiever”
Rather than “Participant”

For many years, we have referred to the adults with disabilities we serve
at Achieve Services as “participants.” We are now shifting our language
to “Achievers.” An Achiever is someone who reaches success through
effort, skill, or courage. A participant, by contrast, is simply someone
involved in an activity.

This change reflects what we see every day. The people we serve
show up with intention, put in the work, and pursue their goals with
determination. They are active partners in their own growth, not just
present, but are engaged and striving. We believe “Achiever” better
honors the strength, determination, and resilience each person brings.

Thank
y()ll to our
senerous
SPONSOrs

A heartfelt
thank you to our incredibly
generous 2026 Spring
Gala Sponsors!
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Thank you to our many
generous silver, bronze,
and event sponsors too!”



Activities and Life Enrichment
Webpage Is Here!

There’s always something happening in Achieve
Services’ Activities and Life Enrichment program!

We're excited to share a newly designed webpage
where families, guardians, and supporters can view
activity calendars, food group recipes, art projects,
and more. Visit this webpage:
www.achieveservices.org/activities-life-enrichment

Achievers stay active through a variety of weekly opportunities, including
food group, exercise group, art group, movie club, book club, Yahtzee
group, and seasonal activities like gardening club. This summer,
Achievers are growing peas, peppers, tomatoes, cucumbers, herbs,
and colorful flowers.

Fun Fridays continue to be a favorite, featuring karaoke, movies, dance
parties, and themed events like Elvis Day, an ABBA sing-along, and
Country Karaoke.

Giving back remains an important part of our program. Achievers
volunteer with Feed My Starving Children and Meals on Wheels Anoka
County, and participate in community drives that support local families,
schools, pets, and neighbors in need.

Partnerships with GRIT Adaptive at Jam Hops, Spring Lake Park Schools,
Northtown Library, and Let’s Go Fishing also provide opportunities for
recreation, fitness, and fun in the community.

Amazon Wish List

Looking for an easy way to support Achieve’s Activities and Life Enrichment
program? Consider donating through our Amazon Wish List.

Simply visit our wish list using the link or QR code, select the items you'd
like to donate, and check out. Donations are shipped directly to Achieve
Services to help support activities, classes, and special events throughout

the year.
achieveservices.ora/ If you would like a tax receipt, please include your name and contact
amazonwishlist ~ information in the gift note, as Amazon does not automatically share

donor information with us.
Thank you for helping create meaningful experiences for Achievers!

Achieve Community Team (ACT)

We're excited to introduce the Achieve Community Team (ACT), a new group that
brings together parents and guardians to support and promote Achieve Services.

ACT provides opportunities to connect with other families, share ideas, stay informed about
Achieve, and become involved through volunteer opportunities and advocacy efforts.

Interested in learning more? Email activities@achieveservices.org


http://www.achieveservices.org/activities-life-enrichment 
http://achieveservices.org/amazonwishlist
http://achieveservices.org/amazonwishlist
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The Achieve Press:
Written by Achievers

In April, Achieve launched the first edition of The Achieve Press, a newspaper
created by Achievers. Members of the newspaper club meet throughout the
month to brainstorm story ideas, conduct interviews, research topics, and
write articles to publish.
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The Achieve Press provides a creative outlet for Achievers to share their
interests, strengthen communication skills, and tell stories that matter to
them. From community highlights to personal interests and special events,
each edition reflects the unique voices and talents of our writers.

We invite you to read the latest articles at:
www.achieveservices.org/achievepress

IDTS Medical Donation
Supports Achieve Services

Achieve Services is grateful to IDTS Medical Services for donating $1,345.67
through sales of the Shower Sock and other products during the month
of April.
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= &ﬁi” IDTS Medical is more than a generous donor. They are also a valued
z employment partner, providing work opportunities for Achievers who help
package the Shower Sock. This antimicrobial foot covering is designed for

use in shared or public showers.

Partnerships like this create meaningful employment opportunities while
supporting Achieve’s mission. Thank you, IDTS Medical, for your continued

Macartney Ascheman, Mario Nozzarella partnership, generosity, and commitment to helping Achievers succeed.
(CEO & Founder of IDTS Medical), Denice

Escate, and Lonny Hopkins

Leave a Lasting Legacy

Did you know you can make a lasting impact by including Achieve Services in your estate
plans? Gifts through a will, trust, retirement account, or other planned giving vehicle help

ensure we can continue meeting the future needs of adults with disabilities. You can also
make a gift to the Achieve Endowment Fund to support long-term financial stability

and sustainability.

Example bequest language:

I give, devise and bequeath to Achieve Services Inc., a Minnesota nonprofit corporation and
a qualified 501(c)(3) organization, located in Blaine, Minnesota, federal tax ID number 30-
0202036, the sum of _____ (or % of my estate), (or other personal property herein described)
to be used for the accomplishment of its mission.

Do you have questions about the many ways you can support Achieve?
Contact us at 763-783-4909 or info@achieveservices.org

A A Ch i eve 1201 89th Ave NE #1100 | Phone - (763) 783-4909 info@achieveservices.org

Blaine, MN 55434 Fax — (763) 783-4725 www.achieveservices.org
SERVICES



http://www.achieveservices.org/achievepress
http://www.achieveservices.org

Meet Our New Board
Members

We are pleased to welcome two new members
to the Achieve Services Board of Directors..
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Ryan McKinney is the Emerson ScottIVis a
father of an Achiever longtime business partner
and brings professional of Achieve who has
expertise in finance and  provided employment
investments. opportunities for

Achievers for more than
15 years.

We are grateful for their commmitment and look forward
to their leadership and support of Achieve’s mission.

Staff Retirements

This year, Achieve Services celebrates the careers and
contributions of several dedicated team members.

After more than 19 years of service,
Program Coordinator Steve Simmons
retired in April. Throughout his career,
Steve made a meaningful difference
in the lives of countless individuals
and families.

We also recognize the retirements of CeCe Grimsgard
(16 years) , Teresa Lennartson (over 5 years), and
Kirsten Wallljasper (6.5 years). We are deeply grateful
for their dedication and service to Achieve and wish

them all the best in retirement.
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ACHIEVE’S SPOOKTACULAR
FALL FUNDRAISER

DINNER - DANCING - D] NATE - RAFFLES - PROGRAM - FUN

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23RD, 2026

INFINITE CAMPUS
4321109TH AVE NE, BLAINE, MN 55449

Why Arleen
Works at Achieve

Achieve’s Training Specidalist, Arleen Jones, shares
what makes her work so meaningful:

“l enjoy working for Achieve Services because
it gives me a true sense of purpose and a
connection every day. I've had the opportunity
to support vulnerable adults with a wide
range of mental and physical disabilities and
the experience has deeply shaped who | am.
Running a program room has allowed me to
build meaningful relationships, provide care,
create a safe and positive environment where
individuals feel safe and respected. In seeing
the progress they make, no matter how large
or small, is incredibly rewarding. Knowing that
| played a part in improving their quality of life
motivates me to continue giving my best
each day.”

If you're looking for a career where you can make
a meaningful difference every day, we'd love to
have you on our team. Learn more about current
opportunities at:
www.achieveservices.org/careers

See Why Our
Employees Love
Working at Achieve:

achieveservices.org/
careersvideo


http://www.achieveservices.org/careers
http://www.achieveservices.org/careersvideo
http://www.achieveservices.org/careersvideo
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Opportunity & Dignity for Adults with Disabilities

1201 89th Ave NE #1100
Blaine, MN 55434

Tami Hagen, Chair

Kathy Svanda, Vice Chair
Jim Steffen, Treasurer
Sandy Crawford, Secretary
John Bennett

Pam Deal

Clark Hjelmstad

Susan Holden

Brenda Kratsch

Patty Krieger

Tara Kuker

John LeTourneau

Ryan McKinney

Emerson Scott IV

LEADERSHIP TEAM

Robert Lane, CEO

Jim Rooker, Program Director
Cassie Derner, Assistant Program
Director

Joe Loskota, Program Supervisor
Ben Seeling, Program Supervisor
Jackson Bernards, Job
Placement Supervisor

Denice Escate, Operations Director
Brooke Jensen, Development
Director

Creating More Opportunities

Through Expansion

Achieve is growing! Our Spring Gala helped
launch an exciting expansion into the third floor
of our building, allowing us to serve even more
adults with disabilities. Discover how this new
space will create opportunities for friendship,
growth, employment, and belonging.

Read more inside...

Why We Call the People We
Serve “Achievers”

At Achieve, we believe the people we serve are
more than participants. They are individuals
who work hard, overcome challenges, pursue
goals, and achieve great things every day.
Learn why we've embraced the term Achiever
and what it means to our organization.

Read more inside...
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